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it. Later an adult saying "doll" causes him to respond "da."
Showing a doll to the child while repeating the word establishes
a conditioned response, and he learns to say "da" on merely
seeing the doll.
While a baby babbles incomprehensible jargon he learns at
the same time to comprehend spoken words. Gesell found that
g-months-old babies normally respond to questions like "Where
is the kitty?" or "How big is the baby?" At 18 months they pick
out a dog in a picture, or throw a ball on command. Compre-
hension grows rapidly and is an important index of development.
At one year, according to Madorah E. Smith, the average
infant uses only two or three words. After 18 months his vocab-
ulary increases phenomenally, as the following table indicates:
AGE
IN YEARS                                              WORDS IN VOCABULARY
1                                                                                    2013
15/2                                                                                       22
2                                                                               272
3                                                              896     *
4                                                           1,540
5                                                           2,072
6                                                           2,562
18                                                   15,000
Dorothea A. McCarthy, of Fordham University, finds that
half of a child's vocabulary at 18 months consists of nouns. This
proportion decreases speedily, favoring verbs and adjectives be-
tween 18 and 36 months. She finds also that girls' vocabularies
exceed those of boys throughout the pre-school period.
Combining words into simple sentences occurs usually around
the age of 2. Gesell notes the following samples at 18 months:
see that, bad girl,, I do it, open door, gimme cracker. At 24
months: Papa gone, I want my cup, you get it for me, I want
some more, I don't want to go to bed. Dr. McCarthy estimates
the average sentence length at age 2/2 is three words, at 3/3 is
four words, at 45/2 is four-and-a-half words. She finds that when
a child reaches 3 or 4 his baby pronunciations disappear.